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Dear EPS Families 
and Community 
Members,
We hope you enjoy the Spring Edition 
of the EPS Newsletter. In this edition, 
we showcase the Celebration of the Arts 
that occurred around the holidays in our 
elementary schools, as well as our Fine 
Arts program at Española Valley High 
School.
 
As the Superintendent of Española Public 
Schools, I believe the arts provide a rich 
and integral complement to our academic 
curriculum. There is an abundance 
of research and data that supports 
participation in fine and performing arts 
is effective in reducing the drop-out rate, 
raising student attendance in school, 

and fostering love and motivation for 
learning. It also changes the learning 
environment to one of creativity 
and discovery, and helps students to 
better connect with one another. In 
general, schools rich in the arts are 
higher performing in overall academic 
achievement than those schools devoid of 
the Arts.

For our younger students, Art has many 
developmental benefits such as the 
development of fine motor skills with 
holding a paintbrush, drawing with a 
crayon, drawing shapes, and cutting with 
scissors.

Talking about Art with children helps 
them with oral language development 
and provides opportunities to learn 
words for colors, shapes and actions. 
Art strengthens decision-making and 

problem-solving because they are making 
decisions about what to create, selection 
of colors, shapes and so forth. 

Working with other mediums such 
as clay, threading beads, and weaving 
develops visual-spatial skills which are 
very important. The Arts provide a great 
segue into developing cultural awareness 
and cultural competence through 
exploration of various types of arts and 
the messages reflected through the arts. 
 
Schools rich in the arts 
have lower rates of bullying, 
fewer fights, and a greater 
understanding of diversity. 
 
Students who participate regularly in the 
arts (2–3 hours per week) are four times 
more likely to be recognized for academic 
achievement, excel in math and science, 
and become stronger readers and writers 
than children who do not participate in 
the arts. I am pleased to share with you 
the Fine and Performing Art Programs 
are on the rise in Española Public Schools 
as demonstrated in the article, the State 
of the Arts in Española Public Schools.

Sincerely,
 

Bobbie J. Gutierrez
Superintendent

Superintendent’s Letter
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State of the 
Arts in the  
Española 
Public 
Schools
The New Mexico Fine Arts Education 
Act (FAEA) was passed in 2003. Its 
purpose is to encourage school districts 
to offer opportunities for elementary 
school students to participate in fine arts 
activities, including visual arts, music, 
theater, and dance. Public schools and 
charter schools throughout our state 
receive these funds. They are made 
available on an annual basis, provided 
districts submit a plan which is reviewed 
by the New Mexico Public Education 
Department. This school year,  Española 
Public Schools received approximately 
$480,000. Funds are distributed to 
schools based on their enrollments. Given 
this, Dixon Elementary School’s allocation 
would be substantially smaller than 
James H. Rodriguez Elementary School’s. 

Our district has struggled to find and 
hire high quality music and fine arts 
teachers—and regular classroom 
teachers as well!  Given this, our 
elementary schools have embraced an 
arts enrichment program model. Fine and 
performing artists from the community 
come in and work with students on a 
contract basis, typically for 12 week 
sessions.  

The enrichment programs are site based, 
meaning teachers and principals select 
the experiences children will have at 
each grade level. While the district has 
developed a Fine and Performing Arts 
Education Resource Catalog to assist 
schools in selecting experiences, many 
schools have reached out to local artists 
to share their gifts with students. For 
example, Sharon Caldelario, a local 
traditional tinsmith, is currently working 
with 5th and 6th graders at Chimayo 
Elementary School. Marta Chilton, a 
local potter, will be working with 4th, 
5th and 6th grade students at Dixon 
Elementary School later this spring. The 
arts enrichment model has had a positive 

outcome of bringing the community into 
our schools. 

Many schools are able to stretch their 
funding so that children have experiences 
both fall and spring semesters. The funds 
are also used for field trips in the arts. 
Many of our students have experienced 
world class performances at Popejoy Hall 
at the University of New Mexico, through 
their Schooltime Series. And many others 
have experienced classical concerts by 
Santa Fe Pro Musica at the beautiful 
Lensic Performance Center in Santa Fe.

To date, students have worked with 
many highly respected artists and arts 
organizations, including:

ARTsmart – fine arts instruction
Española Valley Fiber Arts Center – 
weaving arts
National Dance Institute - dance
Peñasco Theater Collective – giant 
puppet making and circus arts
The Santa Fe Opera – students write, 
produce and perform original operas with 
SFO teaching artists
Talking Hands, Talking Feet – music/
song and creative movement
Sabra Moore – clay tile mosaic work, 
book arts
Cipriano Vigil – cigar box guitars
La Emi Arte Flamenco – flamenco
Akeem Ayanniyi – Nigerian talking 
drums
And others…
Many of these artists also work with our 

students in our 21st Century Community 
Learning Center after school programs. 
Roger Montoya, founder of Moving Arts  
Española has been extremely helpful in 
assisting the district with identifying 
viable artists to work in our schools.  

This past December, many of our schools 
held Celebrations of the Arts. These 
events were culminations of what 
students learned first semester through 
their arts enrichment activities. Students 
performed for their communities, 
demonstrating their learning.  For 
instance, at Velarde Elementary School, 
kindergarten and 1st grade students 
performed music/song and creative 
movement (taught by Talking Hands, 
Talking Feet), 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade 
students performed flamenco (taught 
by La Emi Arte Flamenco) and 5th 
and 6th grade students performed 
Nigerian talking drums (taught by 
Akeem Ayanniyi). All of these events 
were “standing room only” and beautiful 
school community events. At San Juan 
Elementary School, our Cooking with 
Kids! students prepared delicious salsa 
and served it with chips to audience 
members as they looked at the fine art 
students created with ArtSmart.

There appears to be a lot of enthusiasm 
for the arts in our schools, both on the 
part of students and staff, and parents 
and school communities as well! The arts 
help to address the needs of the whole 
child, supporting imagination, creativity, 
personal expression, and more! 
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Española Valley High School Art students 
recently engaged in creating their self-
portrait. Self -portraits are considered 
the original “selfie.” The most important 
reason for creating a self-portrait is 
because it is a creative process to self-
discovery and realization. A self-portrait 
makes painting a very introspective art 
form since one of the qualities of great art 
is individuality and uniqueness of style. 
Great artists have a desire to paint their 
subject matter as no one else has before! 

There is also a unique psychological 
thing that happens when you look into 
your own eyes and face, and paint your 
own portrait. The student artists’ faces 
become a mirror to the soul, the real 
person, and amazing things happen 
as the artist paints. Artists that do this 
often discover a lot about themselves as 
individuals, artists, and students. 

Students 
Pledge to 
Prevent Gun 
Violence 
Art students at Española Valley High 
School joined with New Mexicans to 
Prevent Gun Violence and Rezonate 
Art for the Student Pledge against Gun 
Violence. This project was made possible 
by a generous grant from Lush Cosmetics.

In late November 2017, students unveiled 
a gun violence prevention mural they 
created at Española Valley High School.  
During the fall, art students worked for 
five weekends with a professional artist 
to design and paint a 70-foot mural 
that addresses the effects gun violence 
is having on our state and country.  In 
addition to presenting their mural, 
students also painted handprints on the 
wall to honor children we have lost to gun 
violence in New Mexico.

New Mexicans to Prevent Gun Violence 
is a 501(c)3 non-partisan organization 
whose mission is to reduce firearm 
injury and death through public 
health, education, advocacy, and public 
awareness, in order to protect the safety 
of our families and communities. 

Self Portraits 
at EVHS
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Art at 
Abiquiu
Elementary

This school year, the teachers decided 
to hire ART SMART to work with the 
whole school. Every week, kindergarten 
to sixth grade students get 1.5 hours 
of art instruction. Kinder, 1st and 2nd 
grades have been exploring the basic 
compositional elements of Line, Shape 
and Color. They have been introduced 
to abstract composition in a variety of 
ways with pattern, overlapping, collage 
and painting. As they gain skills, we are 
beginning to approach recognizable 
objects in nature such as leaves, flowers 
and animals. This week we will start 
a short unit on sculpture, using found 
objects, paper and finally wood to finish 
out our unit.

3rd and 4th grades have been working 
on applying their imagination to their 
compositions. After an introduction to 
symmetry and repeated patterns within 
Mandala forms and animals, they have 
begun to explore inspirations within 
nature with spider web resist paintings, 
and lately connecting to mythological 
creatures with a painting project creating 
dragons and making puppets.

5th and 6th grades have been studying 
local cultures and making connections 
with their art and the world around 
them. For several weeks the 5th Grade 
class has been exploring petroglyphs in 
preparation for their field trip to Mesa 
Prieta. The 6th grade class created colorful 
tin skulls in connection with Día de Los 
Muertos; both classes learned about the 
mathematical concept of Tessellations 
and how to create interlocking puzzle 
pieces by rearranging the surface area of 
a square and then decorating them with 
patterns and designs. All of these projects 
require precision and a complex series 
of steps, along with new skills in several 
different mediums.

Members of the Army JROTC at  Española 
Valley High School and Staff of  Española 
Valley Municipal Teen Court won first 
place in the “Youth” category and 3rd 
Place in the “Best In Show” category 
in the Española City Light Parade on 
Saturday night, December 9th, 2017.  
This year’s theme was the Chile Line 
Express. The float consisted of a train, the 
Chamisa 1DS, and had a special tribute 
to those students who lost their lives last 
week in the school shooting at Aztec High 
School.

Members of the AJROTC and  Española 
Municipal Teen Court staff co-sponsor 
the float, annually, as AJROTC and Teen 
Court work together closely throughout 
the year on many projects, to include the 
annual Fall and Spring city clean ups, the 
YMCA Autumn Parade, the annual “Walk 
Against Drugs”, and many other events 
Northern New Mexico.

The  Española Valley Municipal Teen 
Court is a project headed by the 
Honorable Judge Steven Salazar. Teen 
Court is a volunteer program for youth 
offenders who commit misdemeanor 
offense in the community. It allows youth 
at risk and who commit misdemeanor 
offenses a second chance to redeem 
themselves by allowing them to go before 
a trial of their peers and receiving a 

punishment that does not go on their 
permanent record as in the regular court 
system.

Teen court is made up of student 
attorneys and jurors provided by the 
EVHS Army JROTC, as part of their 
annual Service Learning Project for 
the community.  All cadets in AJROTC 
are required to take part in the annual 
mandatory service learning project 
which is required by U.S. Army Cadet 
Command curriculum. This part of 
AJROTC’s curriculum is in American 
Government and Citizenship. It relates 
to individual rights and protections 
under the Sixth Amendment which is 
“The Protection of Individual Rights 
and a Right to a Speedy Trial”.  Cadets 
get hands on experience on trying real 
court cases in a real court room, as well 
as participating in community events to 
show the importance of Teen Court in the 
Community.

Both Judge Salazar and his staff have 
worked with AJROTC staff and cadets 
to make this program a success.  This 
year members of the New Mexico State 
Defense force were integrated to assist 
AJROTC in this event as part of a Capstone 
program, as AJROTC is a sister unit to 
NMSDF and jointly work other events 
together such as Camp Corazon. 

AJROTC and Teen Court 
Highlight Española
Light Parade   by Major Mark F. Gonzales


